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position at a hamlet called Ospitaletto, between two arms of the Po, about twelve miles from Ferrara. From here Bayard sent a hundred men-at-arms and some cannon, under the command of two young knights, to help the garrison of Mirandola, and three days later the siege began.
Meantime Bayard had learnt through his spies that Pope Julius himself was proposing to go to the siege of Mirandola on the morrow, and that he would travel to the camp with cardinals, bishops, and other noble churchmen in his suite, but that he would only have a guard of a hundred horsemen. This was delightful news for the gallant knight, and he proposed to take all this goodly company prisoners: a feat which would resound through Europe.
At first all promised well, for the Pope, who was an early riser, had started at daybreak in his litter. But he had not gone far before a terrible snowstorm came on, and the Cardinal of Pa via exclaimed : "It is not possible to continue the journey; we must go back at once." The Pope agreed and was carried back to San Felice, knowing nothing of the ambuscade which had been prepared by Bayard who had only attacked the servants and others sent on in advance. But on discovering his mistake, he rushed off in pursuit and arrived just as the Pope was hurrying out of his litter. "If he had delayed while there was time to say a paternoster, he would have been caught." When the Pope heard of his narrow escape, it gave him such a shock that he had a touch of fever, but he rose from his bed more determined than ever to take the city.is XII made the next move in the game by con-tttiltt, ami    you, but, aA they
